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STANDING COMMITTEE OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, CENSORSHIP MINISTERS, AND 
MINISTERIAL COUNCIL FOR CORPORATIONS 

Meetings � Statement by Attorney General 
MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman � Attorney General) [9.07 am]: I rise to inform the house that on 16 and 17 
April I attended meetings of the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General, censorship ministers, and the 
Ministerial Council for Corporations. In addition to other state and territory Attorneys General, these meetings 
were also attended by the Commonwealth Minister for Home Affairs, Hon Bob Debus MP, and the New Zealand 
Minister for Justice, Hon Simon Power. 

The meetings� deliberations involved a wide range of important national law reform initiatives, including 
antidiscrimination laws; legal profession reforms; proposals for new personal property securities laws; computer 
game classification issues; and directors� liability for corporate misconduct. Given recent community concerns, 
particularly over the high-profile incident at Sydney Airport, Attorneys General agreed that organised crime is an 
issue requiring a nationally coordinated response by all jurisdictions. To achieve this, states and territories 
undertook to consider the introduction of a package of legislative reforms to combat organised crime, including 
measures, firstly, to strengthen criminal asset confiscation, including unexplained wealth provisions; secondly, to 
the extent practical and effective, and having regard to constitutional power, consorting or similar provisions that 
prevent a person associating with another person who is involved in organised criminal activity as an individual 
or through an organisation; thirdly, to enhance police powers to investigate organised crime, including model 
cross-border investigative powers for controlled operations, assumed identities and witness identity protection; 
fourthly, to facilitate greater access to telecommunication interception for criminal organisation offences; and, 
fifthly, to address the joint commission of criminal offences. I have previously indicated to the house the 
seriousness which with the government views organised crime, and that careful consideration is being given to a 
range of legislative and other measures, including consideration of elements of the South Australian Serious and 
Organised Crime (Control) Act 2008.  

Another very important, but often neglected, aspect of organised crime is the use of corporations as a front for 
illegal purposes, including money laundering. The Ministerial Council for Corporations is examining the 
grounds for disqualifying directors of companies under the Corporations (Commonwealth Powers) Act 2001 in 
relation to organised crime groups. For example, consideration will be given to introducing a new �fit and proper 
person� ground for disqualification, and extending the scope and type of criminal offences leading to automatic 
disqualification. These initiatives will be important steps forward in the struggle against organised crime, and I 
commend the fact that Australian jurisdictions of all persuasions are working together to tackle the threats that 
organised crime poses not only to this state, but to the nation as a whole. 
 


